“Here is the Patience of the Saints:

Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus,”’

Rew. 14 :12
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The Gospel to All the World in
This Generation

THERE is a decp conviction in the hearts
of many devout missionary workers, in
both home and foreign fields, that it is the
duty of the Christian church to proclaim
the gospel of Christ to all the world in this
generation.

This conviction is based upon the
teaching of the Scriptures and the marvel-
ous providences of God during the last
century. “God so loved the world,”—
the whole world,—that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.”

After Jesus had died for the world, he
said to his disciples, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. . . . And they went forth,
and preached everywhere, the Lord work-
ing with them, and confirming the word
with signs following.” Mark 16:15-20.

The gospel is God’s message of salvation
to a lost world, which Christ died to save.
The church is God’s chosen agency to tell
his gospel of love to the world. There-
fore it is the duty of the church to pro-
claim the gospel to all the world. This is
an obligation that the greatest and truest
Christians of all ages have recognized.
St. Paul, the great apostle to the Gentiles,
declared: “I am debtor both to the Greeks,
and to the barbarians; both to the wise,
and to the unwisc.” And John Wesley,
one of the greatest of modern evangelists,

often remarked, ‘‘ The world is my parish.”

But today there is more than a recog-
nition of this general truth. A deep con-
viction has fastened upon the hearts of
many earnest, intelligent Christian work-
ers that the gospel should be preached to
the whole world before the generation now
living shall have passed away.

For one, I believe that this conviction is
born from-above, for both the Scriptures
and the providences of God call for it.
This makes it not only a possibility but a
certainty.

When Jesus had musht‘:u his work o
earth, and was about to ascend to heaven,
he gave his followers the most solemn
promise that he would come again. The
disciples believed this promise, and asked,
“What shall be the sign of thy coming, and
of the end of the world?” In his reply
the Master pointed to a number of sure
evidences of his speedy return. One was
this: “This gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.”
Matt. 24: 14.

From this it is plam that the generatlon
that will see the return of Christ to the
world will witness the proclamation of the
gospel to all the natwns of the world then
living.

In the revelation given to John on the
isle of Patmos, he was shown this work in

process of fulfilment. He says: “And T

saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
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and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people. . . . And]I locked,
and behold a white cloud, and upon the
cloud one sat like unto the Son of man,
having on his head a golden crown, and in
his hand a sharp sickle.”

Today every sign recorded in the Scrip-
tures concerning the approaching end of
the worid either has been {fulfilied or is in
process of fulfilment. One of the latter
is the proclamation of the gospel to all the
world. And now that the time has come
for this to be accomplished, the conviction
is laying hoid of thousands of earnest
Christians that it can and should be done.

For a full century the providences of
God have been shaping affairs and pre-
parlng the way for thls work to be done
at Llllb Llllllﬁ

One hundred years ago, men began to
explore every “noock and corner” of the
globe as never before in the history of the
world. One hundred years ago men began
to discover nature’s forces and invent
facilities for effective, universal trans-
mission, of thought and for such rapid
world-wide travel as had never been known
before. | .

One hundred years ago the Christian
church began a world-wide missionary
campaign such as had not been carried on
since apostolic times.

Today every country and every in-
habited island of the globe is well known
to the ordinary reader. All parts of the
world are brought into close touch by the
ocean cables, the printing-press, and the
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